Maria Sanchez-Gagne

Biography

Maria Sanchez-Gagne is District Court Judge in the First Judicial District.  Maria was elected in 2018 and currently presides over a variety of civil cases.

Maria has over 24 years of experience in criminal and civil litigation ranging from prosecuting violent crimes to working as an ADR/Hearing Officer related to water dispute issues.
Formerly an Assistant Attorney General and Director of the Border Violence Division with the Office of New Mexico Attorney General, she specialized in prosecution of cases such as International Extraditions, Investigations and Prosecutions of Human Trafficking and Money Laundering throughout New Mexico. Ms. Sanchez-Gagne has extensive legislative experience and was instrumental in drafting New Mexico’s state human trafficking law. She established an anti-money laundering investigation and prosecution unit and supervised numerous staff in the Border Violence Division.  She conducted numerous trainings for law enforcement personnel, social workers and prosecutors throughout New Mexico and Mexico covering areas pertaining to Human Trafficking, International Extraditions, Consular Notification and Trial Procedures. Ms. Sanchez-Gagne also provided training and technical assistance on border-related issues such as criminal justice reforms in Mexico and created a technical assistance manual that was published in 2001 entitled “Criminal Prosecutions Under Article 4 of the Mexican Federal Penal Code.” In  2011 she drafted the “NM Human Trafficking Law Enforcement Training manual”.  Ms. Sanchez-Gagne also served as an executive board member of the Southwest Border Anti-Money Laundering Alliance and the New Mexico Sex Offender Management Board.  She obtained her law degree from the University of Denver School of Law.

